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CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 4347 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MILI, MASS, LE, US 

SUB J : SYRIAN APPROACH TO LEBANESE ARMY 

REF: STATE 187473 

1 . THE SYRIANS AREVERY UNHAPPY WITH CURRENT EFFORTS TO REBUILD 
THE LEBANESE ARMY AND BELIEVE THAT SARKIS MISSED THE BOAT BY 
REFUSING TO USE THE EXTRAORDINARY POWERS HE HAD TO FORCE THE 
RESIGNATIONS OF LEBANESE OFFICERS HEAVILY INVOLVED IN FIGHTING 
ON ONE OR ANOTHER SIDE DURING THE LEBANESE CIVIL WAR. SYRIA'S 
CONCERN TO HAVE A WHOLLY NEW LEBANESE ARMY IN TERMS OF 
SECTARIAN BALANCE AND NEUTRALITY TOWARD THE VARIOUS POLITICAL 
FACTIONS WAS EVIDENCED BY ITS ATTEMPTS, EVEN DURING THE CIVIL 
WAR, TO BUILD THE "VANGUARD" UNITS IN THE BEKAA AND ITS 
SUMMARY ARRESTS AND IMPRISONMENT OF LT. AHMAD KHATIB AND 
SEVERAL OF HIS FELLOW LAA OFFICERS. 

2. SYRIANS INVOLVED IN SHAPING AND IMPLEMENTING THEIR COUNTRY'S 
POLICY IN LEBANON SEE THE PRESENT LEBANESE ARMY COM- 
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MAND STRUCTURE AS LITTLE MORE THAN A RETURN TO THE 
STATUS QUO WHICH MADE THE PREVIOUS ARMY FALL APART 
WHEN FRANGIEH AND CHAMOUN TRIED TO MANIPULATE IT FOR 
THEIR OWN POLITICAL ENDS. THEIR FEARS ARE BORNE OUT 
BY THE OCCUPATION OF ALMOST ALL KEY COMMAND POSITIONS 
BY CHRISTIANS AND MORE SPECIFICALLY, CATHOLIC CHRISTIANS, 

AND THE RESULTING DTSGRI INTI .F.MF.NT OF HIGH-LEVEL MUSLIM 
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AND DRUZE OFFICERS WHO HAVE SENIOR POSITIONS BUT 
EXERCISE LITTLE REAL AUTHORITY. 

3. DESPITE THIS UNHAPPINESS, SYRIANS SEEM TO BE TAK 
ING THE ATTITUDE THAT LITTLE CAN BE DONE FOR NOW TO 
CHANGE THE BASIC STRUCTURE AND COMPOSITION OF THE 
ARMY. THEY CONTINUE TO URGE BOTH PUBLICLY AND 
PRIVATELY DEPLOYMENT OF AT LEAST SOME TOKEN LAF UNITS 
TO THE UNIFIL ZONE. REPORTS THAT THE LAF WILL NOW 
DEPLOY ALONG THE LINES OF SYRIA'S PROPOSALS WILL HELP 
THE LAF IMAGE HERE. IN VIEW OF THIS AND THEIR AL- 
READY STRONG CONCERN THAT THE ARMY IS AGAIN BECOMING 
A MARONITE PRESERVE, IT WOULD BE SURPRISING IF THE 
SYRIANS WERE EMBARKED ON A SYSTEMATIC POLICY OF 
DISCOURAGING MUSLIMS FROM JOINING THE ARMY, ALTHOUGH 
IT MAY WELL BE THAT ANTI-LF POLITICAL AND MILITIA 
LEADERS DO NOT WANT THEIR FOLLOWERS TO JOIN 

WHAT THEY VIEW AS A CHRISTIAN-DOMINATED FORCE. 

REPORTS FROM PPS LEADER ABDALLAH SAADED AND OTHERS 
SEEM TO INDICATE THAT POLITICAL SCREENING OF NEW 
RECRUITS IS UNFAIRLY BIASED IN FAVOR OF THOSE WHO 
FOUGHT WITH THE LEBANESE FRONT DURING THE CIVIL WAR. 

4. AS FOR GENERAL KHOURY, IT IS DOUBTFUL THAT THE 
SYRIANS RESENT HIS RALLYING OF THE LF FORCES DURING 
THE CIVIL WAR AGINST THE LEFTISTS AND PALESTINIANS 
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AT CHEKKA SINCE THIS WAS IN LINE WITH THEN CURRENT 
SYRIAN POLICY. ON THE OTHER HAND, THE INCIDENTS AT 
FAYADIYYA IN FEBRUARY 1978, ALTHOUGH GONE, ARE NOT 
FORGOTTEN HERE. KHOURY'S FAILURE TO ACT DECISIVELY 
AND BRING CHARGES AGAINST ANY OF HIS OFFICERS (RE- 
GARDLESS OF HOW POLITICALLY UN REALISTIC THAT WOULD 
HAVE BEEN) AND HIS UNWILLINGNESS OR INABILITY TO OPEN 
UP THE COMMAND STRUCTURE TO SECTS OTHER THAN HIS OWN 
HAVE PROBABLY NOT ENDEARED HIM TO THE SYRIANS, BUT 
WE NEITHER HAVE HEARD NOR SEEN ANY REPORTS WHICH INDICATE 
THE SYRIANS HAVE EVEN TRIED TO DUMP HIM. HE WILL BE 
JUDGED NOW ON HOW WELL HIS FORCES EXECUTE THEIR MOVE 
SOUTH (ASSUMING THEY DO SO). 

PELLETREAU 
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